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The public lecture on “Community Forensics & Access to Justice” was jointly
organized by the School of Law, Rights & Constitutional Governance ( SLRCG) & the
School of Development Studies (SDS), Tata Institute of Social Sciences (TISS),
Mumbai on 11% January, 2024 at S.Parasuraman Hall, Main Campus, TISS, Mumbai.

The lecture is a part of the academic curriculum, besides being a very contemporary
issue in socio- legal arenas, towards meeting the goal of access to justice.

The public lecture was convened with the objective to impart a conceptual
understanding on the emerging and dynamic concept of “ Community Forensics” in
the arena of Forensic Sciences & allied forensic tools. The purpose is to provide an
academic avenue “to discuss the relevance and role of forensic technology, a tool
in the criminal justice system” . The lecture also illustrated the specific role of
forensics in crimes against vulnerable sections such as women and children in
society and access to justice for them in society.

The public lecture was organized to mark the celebration of two major academic
developments in TISS Mumbai. Firstly, the auspices signing of Memorandum of
Understanding ( MOU) between the Uttar Pradesh State Institute of Forensic
Sciences ( UPSIFS), Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh (U.P). Secondly, the appointment of Dr.
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G.K Goswami as the “Distinguished Professor of Law” in SLRCG, TISS, Mumbai. The
public lecture was scheduled on the 11t of January, 2024 at S. Parasuraman, hall,
main campus, TISS, Mumbai.

The public lecture was initiated with the greetings and
welcome by Dr. Sonali Kusum, Assistant professor SLRCG,
TISS, Mumbai. This was the first of it’s kind collaborative
event between the SLRCG and the SDS. The public lecture
is a part of the Viksit Bharat 2047 mission of developing
India to promote good governance through application
forensic technology in criminal investigation leading to fair

S i investigation, fair trial, fair justice. Thus, this pervades the
way for better access to justice for community.

This public lecture was delivered in the august presence of Dean, SLRCG, Prof. ( Dr.)
Arvind Tiwari and Dean SDS, Prof. ( Dr.) Ashwini Kumar, participants, students,
faculties , staff from different disciplines of TISS Mumbai. The Public lecture was in
blended mode with participants attending both offline i.e physically and online.

The Dean, SLRCG, Prof. ( Dr.) Arvind Tiwari, provided the
contemporary context and relevance to this public lecture in
the present scenario in India. Prof. Tiwari, mentioned about
the recent, “Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023, in
lieu of the Criminal Procedure Code, 1973, (replacing the
colonial Indian Penal Code of 1860 , Criminal Procedure
Code, 1973 ) under section 176(3), which made the forensic
examination mandatory for offences punishable with seven
years. This legal obligation makes the knowledge about

forensics a pertinent necessity not only for the lawyers, judges, prosecutors but also
for civil society. He highlighted the objective of public lecture as to provide forensic
- aid as a part of legal aid for legal and judicial compliance. Thus, he set the tone
for the public lecture.

The Dean SDS, presented an interesting bio- sketch of
Dr. Goswami. He addressed him as a one of the rare
top cop with highly decorated police achievements on
one side and being endowed with the highest academic
degree of D.SC in forensics following two Ph.Ds along
with the Full bright Scholarship. He is the first Indian
to have received the prestigious D.Sc. (Post-doctoral
degree) on “Role of Forensics in Strengthening Child
Rights under the POCSO Act, 2012”.
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Prof. Ashwini while mentioning his varied achievements distinctions and awards,
also applauded his scholarship and skills as immensely aspiring for not only students
but also faculties, academicians.

Prof. Ashwini referred him as repository of wealth of erudite knowledge which may
be useful as a novel addition to TISS’s flagship courses and field research.

Following the introduction, the eminent speaker, Dr. Goswami, took over the dais
and commenced his lecture. He explained the challenges of translating forensic a
science in Hindi as “Nyayalyk Vigyan” or “Nyayic Vigyan” for a simplistic
understanding on the subject, but both terms are inadequate to judiciously
transpire the meaning. He illustrated with refences to various case studies , the
significance of forensics beyond court room, trials , policing.

Rather, Dr. Goswami conceptualized forensics as
“reasonable and scientific, verifiable means of
investigation, research , which may be applied in any
discipline of study including industrial processes. He
elaborated on the existing legislations in India bearing
* upon forensics in India dwelling upon the Indian

Evidence Act, 1872 , the Code of Criminal Procedure
1973, the Indian Penal Code 1973, collectively referred as the “Indian Criminal
Manual” and then juxtaposed the present, the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha
Sanhita, 2023 (BNSS), Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023, Bharatiya
Sakshya Adhiniyam, 2023, where in the latter recommended for forensic
examination as a binding practice in investigation. He cited examples of using
forensics as a form of “practical and applied research” in law in text and practice
in the field to bridge the gap among crimes reporting, filing chargesheet and
investigation towards fruitful delivery of justice. He emphasized the need for
introducing a comprehensive definition of the “Expert” in the Indian legal lexicon.

During his lecture, some of the future avenues of research were highlighted by Dr.
Goswami for the students not only in law but also in social sciences. He urged the
students, to developing “scientific temperament, rational attitude” while taking up
research , and academic writing. He encouraged the students to follow the
“evidence based research , and “evidenced based writing skills” involving use of
scientific technology as forensics to add assertions and relevance to their findings
by citing the decided cases by the higher judiciary in India and abroad.




Dr. Goswami threw light on allied disciplines of forensics as forensics in day to day
lives like forensic in missing and search cases, forensics in crimes against women
and children, and also, forensic in banking sectors, forensics in conduct and
management of elections among others.

Question and Answer Sessions:

Following the lecture, a brief "Question and Answer session” was conducted for
better participation of audience present and also, for the online audience. Several
LLM students of SLRCG engaged the speaker with questions on the ways and means
to make the common people understand about forensics considering the socio-
economic and educational background and limitations of our rural masses. Some
students were keen to know about the career avenues for the LLM students in
forensics in the future, where as some also raised concerns with respect to forensic
science application in terms of the right to privacy and need for better regulations
in India.

Proposed Course of Action:

A set of actionable pointers were deliberated by the speaker and the Deans , under
the MOU with reference to the insightful public lecture, these are briefly as
following:

e Pursing Ph.D, Master’s research thesis, report writing, dissertation, empirical
field based research on contemporary themes as “Interface of law , social
sciences and application of forensic technology” in addressing community
socio- legal problems in our society.

e Focus on Applied Research to “remedy community problems with the
application of forensic tools, forensic evidence, examination” in the same
arenas.

e Conducting “Seminars, Conferences and academic activities as Community
Outreach activities” on the same , to generate awareness in civil society on
Forensics as a means to scientific investigation, yielding effective resolution
of challenging issues and disputes.

e Organizing “training programmes of concerned stakeholders including law
enforcement agencies lawyers, prosecutors, as well as civil society




organizations, young students” about understanding and application of
forensics technology in addressing community problems.

e Faculty Interaction and Exchange and collaborative academic , research,
training endeavors between UPSIFS, Lucknow and SLRCG TISS, Mumbai.

e Opportunities to take up Co- Faculty Guides for supervision of dissertation and
thesis writing from UPSIFS, Lucknow, and SLRCG TISS, Mumbai.

e Exploring new avenues for academic collaboration in due course.

At the outset, the public lecture was anchored and coordinated by Dr. Sonali Kusum,
Assistant Professor SLRCG, TISS, Mumbai. The lecture was very well received by the
participants, students, faculties , staff both offline i.e physically and online. To
ensure a beautiful memory of this lecture, there was a group picture with eminent
speaker Dr. Goswami and Deans, Faculties, students and all participants.

The lecture drove home for all a comprehensive understanding on forensic sciences
and multipronged approach in application in law and social science and across
disciplines. There were refreshments for all the participants at the end.

This was extensively covered by the media forums , with reports and pictures of the
same.




The online post is available on TISS Website at : https://www.tiss.edu/view/5/homepage-
data/homepage-events-and-announcements/community-forensics-access-to-justice/

The images are available at :

https://tissO-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/smcs_studiol tiss edu/ErihNox22Q9FqE-
KCFP6b04BMtcU3DoDp8Hd2n_TyOGAag?e=ilHsih

Media Posts :

Times of India, Mumbai, 12" January, 2024, UPSIFS-TISS MoU to boost research,
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/lucknow/upsifs-tiss-mou-to-boost-research-latest-
news/articleshow/106746204.cms

Daily Pioneer, 12" January, 2024, UPSIFS signs MoU with TISS, Mumbai
Y : i [



https://www.tiss.edu/view/5/homepage-data/homepage-events-and-announcements/community-forensics-access-to-justice/
https://www.tiss.edu/view/5/homepage-data/homepage-events-and-announcements/community-forensics-access-to-justice/
https://tiss0-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/smcs_studio1_tiss_edu/ErihNox22Q9FqE-KCFP6b04BMtcU3DoDp8Hd2n_TyOGAag?e=iIHsih
https://tiss0-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/smcs_studio1_tiss_edu/ErihNox22Q9FqE-KCFP6b04BMtcU3DoDp8Hd2n_TyOGAag?e=iIHsih
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/lucknow/upsifs-tiss-mou-to-boost-research-latest-news/articleshow/106746204.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/lucknow/upsifs-tiss-mou-to-boost-research-latest-news/articleshow/106746204.cms

https://www.dailypioneer.com/2024/state-editions/upsifs-signs-mou--with-tiss--mumbai.html
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https://www.dailypioneer.com/2024/state-editions/upsifs-signs-mou--with-tiss--mumbai.html
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~ UPSIFS-TISS
- MoU to boost
~ research

An MoU was signed on Thursday

Times News NETWORK

i Lucknow: To boost research
¢ work in therealm of social jus-
: tice, the Uttar Pradesh State
i Institute of Forensic Sciences
: (UPSIFS)and Tata Institute of
i Social Sciences (TISS) forma-
: lised their collaboration thro-
: ughthesigningof aMemoran-
: dum of Understanding (MoU)
: onThursday. This partnership
i aims to advance research met-
: hodologies and elevate the qu-
: ality of studies dedicated to
: addressing crucial social issu-
.w.

~ The MoU, signed by GK
‘Goswamy, the director of UP-
: SIFS, and Manoj Kumar Tiwa-

i ri,thevice-chancellor of TISS,

in Mumbai involves joint ef-

i forts in exploring diverse
~: aspectsof social justice. These

compass themes like pover-
 ty alleviation, human rights,
‘and access to education. Ar-

ibers from both institu-
50 participated in the
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