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The School of Public Policy and Governance

• Initiated in 2013, the School of Public Policy and Governance (SPPG) is conceived to

respond to the mismatch between existing policy institutions and emerging social and

policy challenges

• Current governance frameworks now include a wider panoply of state, parastatal and

non-state actors

• These institutions demand a multi-disciplinary team of professionals, drawn from

outside the government, to engage with policy ideas through an analysis of institutions

and regulatory practices, social structure, big-data and analytics, and law

• Responding to this demand, TISS- Hyderabad offers a two year full time graduate

programme - M.A. in Public Policy and Governance (MA-PPG)

• It provides students with interdisciplinary expertise, methodological skills and field

experience required for working as a public policy professional or to pursue higher

academic degrees

• It encourages students to engender operational frameworks for accountable

governance and create human opportunities towards a just society



Curriculum Framework  : Going Beyond Technocracy  

• Inculcating 
Critical 
Thinking for   
Policy 
Engagement 
and Impact 

• Appreciating 
Policy 
Processes as 
well as Policy
Outcomes

• Writing Dissertation

• Undertaking Policy 
Analysis

• Reading & Interpreting 
Court Judgements, 

• Preparing Policy/ 
Legislative Briefs

• 100 days of field
immersion in three
stages

Foundational 
Disciplines

Ethics, Economics, 
Econometrics, 

Political Science,
Sociology, Law 

Analysing Policies 
through Multiple Lens

Institutional 
Framework

Economic Theories

Legal Framework

Social Embeddedness 

Ethical Location 

Examining the 
Interconnectedness 

of  

Public Policies

Sectors

Regions

Social Groups 

Impact Evaluation 

Monitoring & 
Measuring Outcomes



Student Led Policy Research Programme  

Policy Area Concentrations (PAC)

• Students choose a policy area and acquire

specialised knowledge in a specific sector in

which they would prefer to develop as

professionals or as academic.

• Each PAC is constituted by a group of

students and coordinated by a faculty

member.

• Within the PAC, students select research

topics and over a period of three semesters

study it through lectures, field immersion

and internships with policy institutions.

• They produce dissertations that as a group

culminate into a research programme on the

policy area.

Available PACs

• Regulation and Institutions

• Urbanisation

• Social Conflict and Public 

Policy



Our Students – Present and Graduated Students

2017-19 Batch- 32 students

2018-20 Batch- 31 students 

Year Applicants 

2013 NA

2014 234

2015 478

2016 498

2017 836

2018 934

15%

26%

44%

15%

Employers of  SPPG 
Graduates ( %) 

International National State Higher Studies



Some of our Students’ Employers 



Policy  Research 

• Policy analysis/ Reports  

• Policy Assessments 

• Theorising Public Action and 

Inclusive Market Outcomes 

Policy  Advocacy 

• Policy Brief/ Memos

• Policy messages through maps, 

visual presentation of  data etc.

New Knowledge Production

• Journal of  Public Policy 

Research

• Developing New Policy 

Frameworks 

• Crafting Operational Guidelines 

• Anticipating and Designing 

Policy Institutions for the future 

How does the School /Students Engage with the Wider Community?



SPPG has hosted 3 international graduate conferences

• 2015- Growth Well-being and Development

• 2016- Democracy, Development and (Re)Distribution 

• 2017- Fostering Change? Public Policies Impacting State, Markets, and Society 

• 2019- Reimagining Policies- Ideas, Practices and Institutions (to be held in February)

International Graduate Seminar 



The SPPG’s weekly seminar series - ‘Perspectives’- began in 2014 and

has completed 55 sessions. It contributes to the public discourse in

Hyderabad through its eminent speakers from diverse domains

including artists, social and environmental activists, lawyers,

academicians and policy practitioners

Perspectives



Advisory Role of SPPG in Curriculum Development of External 
Institutions offering Graduate Programme in Public Policy 

Karnataka State Rural 

Development And Panchayat 

Raj University

Central University 

Rajasthan 

Sri Sri University 

NLSIU

Centre for Civil 

Society



Amit Upadhyay, Assistant Professor

M.A. (University of Hyderabad-Sociology); MPhil (Oxon- Evidence Based

Social Intervention); Ph.D (University of Hyderabad- Sociology)

Aseem Prakash, Professor and Chairperson

M.A., M.Phil., Ph.D in Political Science (Jawaharlal Nehru University,

New Delhi)

Faculty – Brief  Profile 

Drawn from prestigious institutions, our faculty have wide ranging

international experience

Amit Sadhukhan Assistant Professor

M.Sc. in Economics (University of  Calcutta),

MPhil & Ph.D. in Economics (Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi) 

Gayatri Nair , Assistant Professor

M.A in Sociology (University of  Pune), M.Phil & Ph.D. in 

Sociology (Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi)
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