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WELCOME MESSAGE FROM THE DEAN

Message from the Dean

School of Law, Rights and Constitutional Governance (SLRCG)

The Tata Institute of Social Sciences (TISS), in pursuance of its mandate to
ensure human dignity and social justice for all, particularly for those at the

margins, has been committed to nurturing socially conscious and critically

engaged professionals. With this vision, the School of Law, Rights and

Constitutional Governance (SLRCG) was established in 2012.

In 2013, SLRCG launched the pioneering one-year LL.M. in Access to Justice, a programme that has, over
the years, trained several cohorts of students to combine rigorous academic learning with field-based
engagement. Today, we are proud to witness the graduation of the 13th batch of this programme.
Building on this legacy, and in line with the vision of the National Education Policy 2020, SLRCG
introduced an innovative integrated programme in MA Public Policy and LL.M. in Law and Social Policy,
launched in 2024-25. This unique initiative is designed to impart socially relevant legal and policy
education with the aim of empowering vulnerable communities and addressing pressing societal

challenges.

At SLRCG, we believe that education must extend beyond the classroom. Students engage in fieldwork,
legal apprenticeships, and research projects with state institutions, NGOs, and communities, learning to
translate legal knowledge into meaningful interventions. Our approach not only nurtures legal and
theoretical expertise but also emphasises the development of social and emotional competencies, an
increasingly vital component of professional and personal growth, especially for legal and policy

professionals.

We take pride in shaping graduates who are not only skilled in law and policy but also committed to
building a just and inclusive society. I warmly welcome you to be a part of this journey of learning,

practice, and transformation.



VISION STATEMENT

The vision of Tata Institute of Social Sciences has been to be an institution of excellence in higher
education that continually responds to changing social realities through the development and
application of knowledge, towards creating a people-centred, ecologically sustainable and just society

that promotes and protects dignity, equality, social justice and human rights for all.

MISSION STATEMENT

In pursuance of its vision and guiding principles, the Tata Institute of Social Sciences organises
teaching programmes to facilitate the development of competent and committed professionals for
practice, research and teaching; undertakes research; develops and disseminates knowledge; and
reaches out to the larger community through extension, at the local, national, regional and

international levels.

e Creation and provision of socially relevant and high-quality professional education in a wide
range of interdisciplinary areas of Social Sciences to a larger number of students from all
sections of society in the country.

e Facilitation of autonomous research and dissemination of knowledge.
e Support knowledge creation through strong Ph.D. programmes and post-doctoral scholars.

e Strategic extension, field action and advocacy through training and capacity building of State
and non-State institutions and personnel.

o Initiate field action and advocacy to demonstrate and facilitate the creation of policies and
programmes.

e Professional response to natural and human-made disasters, through participation in relief and
rehabilitation activities.

ABOUT THE SCHOOL OF LAW, RIGHTS AND CONSTITUTIONAL GOVERNANCE(SLRCG)

In pursuance of the TISS mission of creating a people-centred and just society that upholds equality,
justice, and human rights for all, the School of Law, Rights and Constitutional Governance (SLRCG) was
established at the Mumbai Campus in June 2012. Guided by the belief that law, legislative reform, and
human rights are powerful instruments for empowering marginalised, disadvantaged, and vulnerable

communities, the School is committed to advancing socially relevant legal education. SLRCG combines



rigorous classroom teaching with experiential learning through fieldwork, research, training, seminars,
and outreach programmes, enabling students to engage directly with ground realities. It offers two

innovative Master’s programmes.

1. The pioneering LL.M. in Access to Justice

2. Integrated MA in Public Policy and LL.M. in Law and Social Policy, designed to integrate
legal and social science perspectives. The rationale behind combining public policy and law is to
understand how legal frameworks and policies intersect to shape societal outcomes. These
programmes equip students, whether fresh graduates or professionals, with the knowledge, skills,
and social-emotional competencies required to address systemic barriers to justice and contribute

meaningfully to social transformation.

1. THE LL.M. (ACCESS TO JUSTICE) programme aims to develop socially committed legal
professionals with advanced skills and sensitivity to serve the poor and vulnerable through an
interdisciplinary socio-legal approach guided by the idea of law as a mechanism of social
engineering. Combining classroom learning with socio-legal research, policy analysis, advocacy
training, and legislative reform work, the programme equips students to address barriers to justice
and implementation challenges. Experiential learning is integral, with students undertaking field
placements in statutory bodies and NGOs such as the Maharashtra Women’s Commission,
Maharashtra State Human Rights Commission, and the Police Complaints Authority, where they
engaged with issues ranging from women’s legal awareness to prison conditions, custodial deaths,
and police accountability, all culminating in impactful outputs like a fact-finding report on 300
cases released by the Hon’ble Governor of Maharashtra. Alongside, students undertake rigorous
evidence-based dissertations on themes such as tribal rights, bonded labour, migration, gender
and law, victimology, criminal justice reforms, and environmental justice, making research not

only an academic pursuit but also a tool for advancing social justice and inclusive legal reform.

The School of Law, Rights and Constitutional Governance (SLRCG) enhanced its academic and
outreach initiatives through specialised programmes and collaborations. Highlights included
value-added courses on Emotional Intelligence and Workplace Success, Becoming an Emotionally
Intelligent Legal Professional, and Emotional Intelligence and Political Leadership, alongside
capacity-building trainings on the Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act, 2005 under

NCW’s Ek Bharat Shreshth Bharat initiative and an Electoral Literacy Programme with the Chief



Electoral Office of Maharashtra. The school also organised public lectures on Community
Forensics & Access to Justice under the Bharatiya Nayay Samhita, 2023, Cyber Crimes and Youth
under Viksit Bharat @2047, and the Access to Justice Alumni Speak Series, while faculty

contributed to policy through representation on the Maharashtra State Commission for Women’s

Committee on Domestic Violence.
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2. INTEGRATED DEGREE PROGRAMME M.A IN PUBLIC POLICY AND LAW (MA-PPL) LL.M
IN LAW AND SOCIAL POLICY (LLM-SP)
SLRCG has launched an integrated postgraduate programme combining a Master of Arts (MA) in Public
Policy and Law with a Master of Laws (LL.M.) in Law and Social Policy. The inaugural cohort
commenced in 2024 at the Hyderabad campus. Upon successful completion of the first academic year,
students transitioned to the Mumbai campus in July 2025 to pursue the LL.M. component. The first year
of the programme will concentrate on the study of Public Policy and Governance. The second year of the

programme will be focus on Law and Social Policy.

The rationale behind combining public policy and law is to understand how legal frameworks and
policies intersect to shape societal outcomes. Law provides the structure and mechanisms for enforcing
rules, rights, and obligations, while public social policy addresses the ways in which these rules and
obligations affect social welfare, equity, and justice. The main attraction of this Programme is the
introduction of the Capstone Project for M.A students and Legal Apprenticeship Component for LL.M
students, both leading to a Research report. The Capstone Project will provide with an opportunity to the
M.A in Public Policy and Law students to work on live projects/policy research at the interning
organizations. For the students of LL.M in Law and Social Policy , Legal apprenticeships would include
learning the skills of drafting, pleading, client counselling, appearing in courts, preparing case briefs,
collecting evidence, and preparing arguments to be produced before the courts at the chambers of Senior
Advocates, the Office of Public Prosecutors, Bar Association of Bombay High Courts, State -District
Legal Services Authority, Legal Aid Clinics, State Human Rights Commissions and the Commission for

Women and Children.

The Integrated degree program in Public Policy and Law, with its multidisciplinary focus, aims to
develop a group of professionals having the competency to navigate the institutional and legal aspects of
public and social policy. This training is designed to foster expertise in promoting equitable, gender-just,

and sustainable societies.

LIST OF POST GRADUTE G PROGRAMMES

Sl. No. | Name of the Programme Duration | Total
(Years) Credits
. Master of Laws (LL.M.) in Access to Justice 1year 43
2. Master of Laws (LL.M.) in Law and Social Policy 2 years 40+43




PROGRAME-1

LLM IN ACCESS TO JUSTICE
NAME OF THE PROGRAMME LL.M IN ACCESS TO JUSTICE
FINAL DEGREE AWARDED: Master of Laws (LLM) In Access To Justice
SCHOOL School of Law, Rights & Constitutional
Governance
CAMPUS Mumbai
MODE Full Time
TOTAL CREDITS 43 Credits
INTRODUCTION:

The LL.M. in Access to Justice is a unique one-year programme designed to equip students with
socio-legal perspectives on law, justice, and social transformation. It emphasises the study of social
legislations and their impact on marginalised and vulnerable communities, while fostering the skills to
critically analyse laws and policies. Through rigorous academic engagement and field-based learning,
students are encouraged to question existing frameworks, explore gaps in legal protections, and

develop reform-oriented approaches that advance equity, dignity, and justice for all.

PROGRAMME OBJECTIVES

The LL.M. in Access to Justice seeks to prepare socially committed legal professionals with the skills
and sensitivity to serve marginalised and vulnerable communities. The programme is designed to
nurture community-oriented lawyers who can contribute to social change by making law and justice
more accessible, removing barriers to justice, and empowering people to exercise their rights. It
emphasises developing critical perspectives on social legislations, advocating for legislative reforms in
support of disadvantaged groups, and promoting legal literacy. At the same time, it strengthens
students’ capacity as socio-legal researchers with strong foundations in legal research and writing,

enabling them to generate knowledge and influence policy for a more just and equitable society.



A distinctive feature of the LL.M. in Access to Justice is its strong emphasis on empirical research into
socio-legal issues affecting marginalised communities. The research component enables students to
move beyond theoretical study and gain a grounded understanding of the lived realities of those at the
margins. This exposure equips them with both confidence and sensitivity in addressing legal challenges
within the profession. Complementing this is the unique field immersion component, which places
students in organisations, commissions, and institutions working with marginalised and vulnerable
groups. Through these engagements, students not only observe but also contribute to efforts aimed at
advancing access to justice, making the programme an academically rigorous as well as socially

meaningful learning experience.



SEMESTER-WISE LISTING OF COURSE:

SEMESTER I:
COURSE COURSE TITLE CREDITS/HOURS
DESCRIPTION:
Law and Justice in a Globalising World 3 Credits/ 45 Hours
FOUNDATION Comparative Public Law / Systems of Governance | 3 Credits/ 45 Hours
COURSES Research Methods and Legal Writing 3 Credits/ 45 Hours
CORE COURSES | Law, Justice and Development 2 Credits/ 30 Hours
Legal Institutions and Justice 2 Credits/ 30 Hours
Criminal Justice and Forensic Sciences 2 Credits/ 30 Hours
SKILL COURSE Clinical Legal Fieldwork/ Internship - I 120 Hours/ 4 Credits
Field based Research / Dissertation 6 Credits
SEMESTER-1 TOTAL CREDITS 23 Credits
SEMESTER II:
Legal Strategies for Empowerment of Marginalized | 2 Credits/30 Hours
CORE Groups
COURSES Alternate Dispute Resolution 2 Credits/30 Hours
Community & Citizen Participation in Access to | 2 Credits/30 Hours
Justice
SKILL COURSE | Curriculum Development & Teaching Laws 2 Credits/30 Hours
Clinical Legal Fieldwork/ Internship - II 4 Credits
Field based Research / Dissertation 6 Credits
VALUE ADDED | Emotional Intelligence and Legal Professionals 2 Credits/30 Hours
COURSE
IKS COURSE | IKS Perspectives on Law and Justice 2 Credits/30 Hours
SEMESTER-2 TOTAL CREDITS 20

UNIQUE FEATURES OF THE PROGRAMME:
CLINICAL LEGAL FIELD WORK / INTERNSHIP

The SLRCG in extending its LL.M. program is committed to the cause of “social justice” and pro bono
lawyering, public interest lawyering to extend justice to the marginalized by empowering them as per
the Preamble, Directive Principles of State Policy as Justice social, political, economic, and free legal aid
(Art. 39, 39 A, Part IV). This is following the mandate of legal education to be imparted as “justice
education” with emphasis on community lawyering as directed by the Knowledge Commission Report,
2007 and UGC Curriculum Development Committee Report, 2001, Bar Council of India Guidelines
2008, successively in 2013 and another academic regulatory committee constituted from time to time.

The SLRCG gives effect to the mandate of clinical legal education through the innovative concept of



fieldwork integrating the use of both legal knowledge skills and social work approach under one
component. This aligns with the directives laid down under the Bar Council of India report signifying
“practical aspect of law teaching” as clinical legal education” to be integrated under the curriculum
following revision. This fieldwork provides training of lawyers as first-hand practical training of lawyers
in social justice, and public interest lawyering. This scheme of fieldwork essentially symbolizes the
constitutional, statutory tenet of “legal aid, assistance, representation or pro bono lawyering”
championed by eminent jurists such as Justice Bhagwati, and Krishna Iyer espousing the legal aid
movement and the committees for integrating these in the legal education curriculum to ensure the
involvement of university, academia, student faculty in securing justice to the marginalized community

in India.

FIELD-BASED RESEARCH / DISSERTATION

The LL.M (Access to Justice) Programme has been designed to develop socially committed legal
professionals with greater skills, sensitivity and commitment to deliver basic, high quality legal services
to the poor, marginalized and vulnerable sections of the society. The students are encouraged to
undertake evidence-based interventions for accessing justice to the marginalized and vulnerable
sections of the society. The research work is promoted from a socio-legal perspective. The objective is
to advance “social justice” through legal mechanism and resources for the marginalized and vulnerable
communities of the society. The learning outcomes includes building a comprehensive understanding
of the research problems or research Issue relevant for the marginalized and vulnerable sections of the
society and mapping the socio-legal impact and implications from a legal perspective. The research
would include the “Field Research” components of detailed interaction with the stakeholders,
observation of the communities, beneficiaries through administration of appropriate research tools
(qualitative, quantitative tools), Data Survey, community observations, etc. The research would include
legal critical analysis and findings to function as the grievance redressal, a remedy recourse to the

problems.

PROGRAMME- 2

Integrated Degree Programme



MA in Public Policy and Law (MA-PPL)
LL.M in Law and Social Policy (LLM-SP)

NAME OF THE PROGRAMME: MA IN PUBLIC POLICY AND LAW (MA-PPL)

LL.M IN LAW AND SOCIAL POLICY (LLM-LSP)

School of Public Policy and Governance (SPPG) at
TISS Hyderabad.

ANCHORING CAMPUS/ SCHOOL
School of Law, Rights and Constitutional
Governance (SLRCG), TISS Mumbai.

Students admitted to the

programme  with  Graduate

Degree with prescribed marks. MA in Public Policy and Law

AWARD OF | Students who have been | Year 1 - MA in Public Policy and Governance
DEGREE admitted to the programme after | (First Year)

completing of LLB degree with

prescribed marks Year II- LLM in Law and Social Policy (Second

year)

The first year of the programme will be hosted by
the School of Public Policy and Governance
STRUCTURE OF THE PROGRAMME (SPPG) at TISS Hyderabad. The second year of the
Programme will be hosted by the School of Law,
Rights and Constitutional Governance (SLRCG),
TISS Mumbai.

INTRODUCTION:

This unique programme equips students with multidisciplinary knowledge of law and public policy to
address complex governance challenges. It fosters analytical and problem-solving skills to design
innovative, sustainable, and just policy solutions. By integrating legal frameworks with policy studies,

the course enables students to understand how laws shape social outcomes, drive economic



development, and promote equity. Its objectives are to develop competencies in policy formulation,
implementation, and evaluation; build insight into legal and institutional structures across governance
levels; and prepare graduates to contribute effectively to social justice, inclusive growth, and

transformative policy reforms.

INTEGRATED DEGREE PROGRAMME OBJECTIVES:

The dual degree program in Public Policy and Law, with its multidisciplinary focus, aims to develop a
group of professionals having the competency to navigate the institutional and legal aspects of public
and social policy. This training is designed to foster expertise in promoting equitable, gender-just, and

sustainable societies.

The Integrated Public Policy and Law programme aims to equip students with a strong interdisciplinary
foundation in economic, social, and legal theories, alongside the institutional processes that shape
public policies. It familiarises students with policy architecture, constitutional and legal frameworks,
regulatory systems, and global policy perspectives, with a focus on the Global South. The course builds
research skills, analytical capacity, and methodological expertise, preparing students to critically engage

with laws, policies, court judgments, and international instruments.

Graduates of the programme will be able to connect theory with practice, appreciate policy as a process
embedded in socio-economic, political, and legal contexts, and design evidence-based institutional and
policy interventions. They will gain competencies in socio-legal research, policy analysis, and legal
advocacy, particularly for underprivileged and marginalised groups. The programme fosters
professionalism, ethical sensitivity, and global perspectives, enabling graduates to pursue advanced
academic research, contribute to socially just and sustainable policy frameworks, and take up

leadership roles in governance, advocacy, and academia.

SEMESTER-WISE LISTING OF COURSES:
SEMESTER -1

Year I: School of Public Policy and Governance, TISS Hyderabad

COURSE DESCRIPTION COURSE TITLE CREDITS/HOURS

Public Policy: Paradigms & Practices 2 Credits/ 30 Hours




Policy Institutions in Practice Credits/ 30 Hours

CORE COURSES Ethics of Public Action 2 Credits/ 30 Hours
(10 Credits)
State, Law and Governance 2 Credits/ 30 Hours
Development Economics and Public Policy 1 2 Credits/ 30 Hours
Academic Writing and Communication Skills 1 credit/15 Hours
SKILL-BASED Basics of Excel and STATA/R 1 credit/15 Hours
PROGRAMMES (6 edits)
Basic Mathematics for Public Policy 1 credit/15 Hours
Geo-visualization of Society 1 credit/15 Hours
and Nature
Basic Statistics for 2 Credits/30 Hours

Development Data

INTERNSHIP Experiential Learning — Rural Exposure Visit 4
VALUE ADDED 15
COURSE Universal Human Values - | Hours
TOTAL CREDITS 20 Credits
SEMESTER-2

Year I: School of Public Policy and Governance, TISS Hyderabad

COURSE DESCRIPTION

COURSE TITLE CREDITS/HOURS

Policy Analysis Exercise 2 Credits

Basic Econometrics Methods for Credits




CORE COURSES (Credits 10)

Policy Research

Public Economics 2 Credits
Impact Evaluation 2 Credits
Development Economic and

Public Policy 2 2 Credits

Policy Advocacy

Comparative Public Policy

Energy Transition and Resource

ELECTIVE COURSES
(Only one) Governance
Natural Resource Based
livelihoods
Climate Resilient Cities 2 Credits
Urban Health
Advanced Training in Census and
SKILL BASED Large-Scale Survey — Census,
PROGRAMME NSS, NFHS 4 Credits
Public Policy and Good
INTERNSHIP Governance Lab 4 Credits
VALUE ADDED 15
COURSE Universal Human Values - 11 Hours
INDIAN KNOWLEDGE Traditions in Indian Philosophy 2 Credits
SYSTEMS Traditional Water Wisdom
TOTAL CREDITS 22 CREDITS




SEMESTER-3

School of Law, Rights and Constitutional Governance, TISS Mumbai

(4 CREDITS) Any 2 courses
have to be opted

Law, Policy and Regulatory Governance

COURSE DESCRIPTION COURSE TITLE CREDITS/HOURS
Law and Justice in a Globalizing World 3 Credits/45 Hours
FOUNDATION/CORE Comparative Public Law/Systems of
COURSES Governance 3 Credits/45 Hours
(11 Credits) Research Methods and Legal Writing 3 Credits/45 Hours
Constitutional Theory & Jurisprudence 2 Credits/30 Hours
Emerging Technologies in criminal Justice
System 2 Credits/30 Hours
ELECTIVE COURSES

2 Credits/30 Hours

Legal Profession and Practice: Developing
Social and Emotional Competencies

2 Credits/30 Hours

Alternate Dispute Resolution

SKILL ENHANCEMENT 2 Credits/30 Hours
(6 credits) Qualitative Research Methods
2 Credits/30 Hours
Community and Citizen Participation in
Social Policy 2 Credits/30 Hours
IKS Indian Perspectives on Law and Jusice 2 Credits/30 Hours
TOTAL CREDITS 23 CREDITS
SEMESTER-4
School of Law, Rights and Constitutional Governance, TISS Mumbai
Legal Apprenticeship Legal Apprenticeship Leading to
a Project Report (For LLM in
Law and Social Policy)
Capstone Project Capstone Project (For MA in 20 Credits
Public Policy and Law) leading
to Policy Project/ Dissertation
TOTAL CREDITS 20 CREDITS




UNIQUE FEATURES OF THE PROGRAMME:
LEGAL APPRENTICESHIP (LL.M. IN LAW AND SOCIAL POLICY)

In line with the Bar Council of India’s mandate, the LL.M. programme integrates a Legal Apprenticeship
to provide students with hands-on training in lawyering skills such as drafting, pleading, client
counselling, case briefing, evidence collection, and court appearances. Students are placed with Senior
Advocates, Public Prosecutors, Legal Aid Clinics, Bar Associations, Human Rights Commissions, Women
and Child Commissions, and State/District Legal Services Authorities. As part of this practical training,
students prepare a research-based report on issues relevant to the host agency, linking legal theory with

practice. The report is submitted to a jury constituted by the school for evaluation.

CAPSTONE PROJECT (M.A. IN PUBLIC POLICY AND LAW)

The Capstone Project is a signature component of the programme that connects classroom learning with
real-world policy practice. In their final semester, students spend 14-16 weeks with interning
organizations, including government bodies, think tanks, NGOs, and policy research institutes where
they contribute to live projects, policy initiatives, or interventions. Guided jointly by faculty and mentors
from the host organization, students undertake a research study on issues relevant to the agency’s work,
enabling them to apply academic knowledge to practical policy contexts. The Capstone culminates in a
comprehensive research report presented before a school jury for evaluation. Wherever possible,
interning organizations are encouraged to provide students with a stipend or fellowship during the

engagement.

SLRCG ALUMNI: CATALYSTS FOR JUSTICE, GOVERNANCE, AND ACADEMIA

Since its inception in 2013, the flagship one-year LL.M. programme in Access to Justice offered by the
School of Law, Rights and Constitutional Governance (SLRCG) at TISS, Mumbai, has successfully
graduated eleven batches. Alumni of the programme are actively engaged as community litigants in
various High Courts and district courts across the country, and many have gone on to work with leading
socio-legal organizations and institutions that have made significant contributions to legal interventions

and the legal empowerment of marginalized communities.

SLRCG’s LL.M. graduates are making significant contributions across judicial services, civil services,

academia, policy, and civil society. Our alumni have qualified in Judicial Services Examinations across



states, secured positions in state civil services and as Assistant Prosecution Officers, and earned over 40
national and international fellowships including LAMP, Chevening, Felix, and Gandhi Fellowships. More
than 30 alumni serve as faculty in reputed institutions, while 28 have cleared UGC-NET (with several
qualifying during their LL.M.). Others are engaged with civil society organizations, law firms, PSUs, and
international universities as Ph.D. scholars. These achievements reflect SLRCG’s commitment to

nurturing professionals who drive legal reform, governance, and social justice.

FACULTY PROFILES / FACULTY EXPERTISE

S.NO FACULTY NAMES AREAS OF EXPERTISE.

1 PROFESSOR ARVIND TIWARI Criminal Justice, Victimology, New Criminal
Laws

2 DR. SHAMIM MEGHANI MODI Law and Justice, Tribal Rights, Mediation,

Emotional Intelligence, Qualitative Research

3 DR. DEVAKUMAR JACOB Contemporary Social History, Legal History,
Caste and Gender, Subaltern History,
Migration and Forced Migration, State and
Society, Social Welfare Administration,

Research Methodology

4 DR. SONALI KUSUM Women- Child Rights , Gender Rights,
Human Rights, Criminal and Constitutional

Law

SLRCG TRAININGS CONDUCTED: BUILDING CAPACITIES, SHAPING JUSTICE

SLRCG has delivered impactful training programmes for law enforcement officers, legal professionals,
academics, conservationists, scientists, and human rights advocates. Key initiatives include sessions on
Police and Ethics for trainee sub-inspectors, Emotional Intelligence and Sensitive Policing for senior
officers, Human Rights and SDG Advocacy for civil society, DEI-focused workshops for conservationists,
research methodology for HEI faculty, emotional intelligence training for BARC scientists, and a tailored

programme for LL.M. students. These engagements reflect SLRCG’s commitment to strengthening



ethics, human rights, and emotional intelligence, fostering inclusive and effective professional practice

across sectors.



PROFESSOR ARVIND TIWARI

Professor (Dr.) Arvind Tiwari is a well-known Criminologist and a scholar in Law & Governance,
Forensic Criminology, Human Rights & Access to Justice, Police Studies & Public Security, Research
Methodology, Victimology, Youth Justice and Development & Crime. He has served as Dean, School of
Law, Rights and Constitutional Governance from 2015 - 2025 and Chairperson, Centre for Police Studies
and Public Security at TISS, Mumbai, India since 2015. He has thirty-five years of rich experience in
Research, Teaching, Training; Community-engaged education and Academic Administration.

SHAMIM MEGHANI MODI

Dr. Shamim Modi has an interdisciplinary foundation in Law, Psychology, and Constitutional
Governance, with specialized expertise in tribal rights, social justice, and access to justice for
marginalized communities. She has designed innovative, field-engaged courses for LL.M. and Law &
Social Policy students, integrating emotional intelligence, mediation, and qualitative research methods
into legal education and governance training.

w{;
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DR. SONALI KUSUM

She has done her graduation in Law with B.ALL.B 5yr integrated course and pursued masters in
law as LL.M with specialization in human rights law. She has qualified UGC NET in Law. She
holds Post Graduate Diploma in Social work and in Human Resource Management.

She has received Ph.D in Law degree from the Chief Justice of India, Sharad Arvind Bobde,
Supreme Court of India at National Law School of India University, Bengaluru in 2019. Her
research findings have been included in the Rajya Sabha Committee on Health & Family
Welfare, Report No. 102, August 2017 on the Surrogacy.



Previously, She had been Research Associate (Legal) at Centre for Child & Law as a part of
UNICEF India Project.

She works closely with legal services authorities on legal aid activities and commission for
women for strengthening women rights. She is involved in teaching research capacity building
on contemporary issues of law, criminal justice system, technology, forensics, cyber law, and
its socio- legal impact on the vulnerable groups as gender, child, senior citizens and related
areas.

i A '8 DR. DEVAKUMAR JACOB

Dr. Devakumar Jacob has a doctorate in ‘Public Applied History’ with over a decade of service at the
prestigious Loyola College, Chennai. He obtained his LLB and LLM from Mumbai University. He has
been engaged in teaching socio-legal history and social science research at premier educational
institutions for the last twenty years. Presently, he teaches as a faculty member at the School of Law,
Rights, and Constitutional Governance, Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai.

PROGRAMMES, WORKSHOPS, AND COLLABORATIONS
During 2024-25, SLRCG conducted and participated in diverse academic and outreach activities,

including:

e Value-Added Courses: 30-hour workshops on Emotional Intelligence and Workplace Success
and Becoming an Emotionally Intelligent Legal Professional (Centre for Social Entrepreneurship,
School of Management and Labour Studies, and LL.M. students); and Emotional Intelligence and
Political Leadership (MIT School of Government, Pune).

e Legal Awareness and Capacity Building: Training on the Protection of Women from Domestic
Violence Act, 2005, for protection and police officers under NCW’s Ek Bharat Shreshth Bharat
initiative.

e Electoral Literacy Programme: In partnership with the Chief Electoral Office of Maharashtra.

In 2024-25, SLRCG organized and participated in key public lectures and consultations, including

Community Forensics & Access to Justice in the context of the Bharatiya Nayay Samhita, 2023; Socio-



Legal Strategies for Dealing with Cyber Crimes: Voices of Youth under Viksit Bharat @2047; and the
Access to Justice Alumni Speak Series. Faculty were nominated to the Maharashtra State Commission

for Women’s Committee on Domestic Violence (headed by Justice Roshan Dalvi).



