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Celebration of the Indian Knowledge System (IKS) Week at the School of Law, 

Rights, and Constitutional Governance, TISS Mumbai  

 

Poster Exhibition 

Welcome note 

The School of Law, Rights and Constitutional Governance (SLRCG), TISS Mumbai, proudly 

organized the Indian Knowledge System (IKS) Week for the very first time on October 6, 2025, 

aligning with a significant nationwide initiative to integrate indigenous knowledge into 

contemporary education. The event was celebrated under the theme: “Indian Knowledge 

Systems of Dharma and Constitutional Morality.” As per the University Grants Commission 

(UGC) Guidelines and New Education Policy (NEP) 2020 mandates, the integration of IKS is 

imperative, and thus, the IKS as a taught course of 4- Credits is integrated in this Integrated 

Degree Programme. The day’s proceedings were set with an important inaugural address 

delivered by the host, who highlighted TISS’s institutional commitment to integrating IKS into 

all courses, reflecting its belief in the relevance of India’s knowledge base for contemporary 

problem-solving. This event was hosted by the students of the Integrated MA in Public Policy 

and Governance & LLM in Law and Social Policy—a landmark, first-of-its-kind program at 

TISS—and acknowledged that this maiden batch of students has received four dedicated credits 

to IKS courses, ensuring a strong academic foundation in this vital area. 

The academic proceedings commenced with a dynamic Poster Presentation and Exhibition, 

where students of the LL.M. in Law and Social Policy of 2024-2026 batch presented 22 insightful 

posters that visually showcased the connection between Jain and Buddhist concepts of Dharma 

and modern constitutional values. The exhibition focused on how values such as compassion, 
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justice, and ethical responsibility, found in Jain Anekantavada and Buddhist Dhamma, directly 

resonate with the core principles of equality, liberty, and fraternity enshrined in the Indian 

Constitution.  

 

This visual inquiry segment was immediately followed by an Extempore Session, designed to 

foster spontaneous critical debate. A total of six students, representing both the M.A LL.M. class 

and other TISS disciplines, participated by demonstrating quick thinking and articulation: each 

participant was given two minutes to prepare their topic, drawn from a lot, followed by three 

minutes to speak. The session encouraged a deeper, practical understanding of how 

philosophical principles translate into everyday civic life and policy concerns. 

Context Setting  

Moreover, Dr. Sonali Kusum, Assistant Professor, School of Law, Rights, and Constitutional 

Governance and Programme Coordinator, had taught the course on IKS in context with law, 

legislative developments, public policy, and contemporary jurisprudence from the Court process. 

She spoke about the historical evolution of IKS as a significant branch of indigenous 

jurisprudence encompassing laudable legal concepts and philosophical tenets. Also, she spoke 

about the concept of Dharma as a sense of righteousness, Rajadharma as the modern day 

equivalent to the rule of law and constitutional law.  
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Participants of the Extempore Competition 

The highly anticipated second half of the day began with the arrival of the Chief Guest, Prof. 

(Dr.) Shashikala Gurpur, Dean, Faculty of Law, Symbiosis International (Deemed University), 

Pune (SIU). Prof. Gurpur’s arrival was followed by an initial address from the course mentor, 

Dr. Sonali Kusum, Assistant Professor, SLRCG, TISS, who shared critical insights on the 

relevance of the IKS theme for young scholars of law and policy. This segment was formalized 

when student representative delivered the, formal introduction of Prof. Gurpur, honouring her 

distinguished career and extensive contributions to legal education. Prof. Gurpur then delivered 

her inspiring keynote lecture on “Indian Philosophy and Society: Correlating with Modern Law 

and the Constitution,” specifically addressing the relevance of IKS to Public Policy and Law.  

 

Introduction of Prof. (Dr.) Shashikala Gurpur 

Her talk beautifully connected the ancient Indian worldview with the modern legal system, 

emphasizing how ideas of duty, justice, and moral responsibility form the ethical foundation of 

India’s Constitution.  
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Lecture on ‘INDIAN KNOWLEDGE SYSTEM/BHARATIY GYAN PARAMPARA ON 

LAW AND JUSTICE’ 

During her visit, Prof. Gurpur also made sure to personally visit and examine the poster display, 

interacting with the M.A LL.M. students and appreciating their efforts to visually capture the 

intersection of traditional and constitutional values. The celebration concluded with a final Vote 

of Thanks, followed by Dr. Sonali Kusum presenting a souvenir to Prof. (Dr.) Shashikala 

Gurpur, formally conveying gratitude for her invaluable contribution to the SLRCG IKS Week.  

Takeaways and Learnings: 

 Interdisciplinary conceptualisation of IKS  

 IKS is an ancient indigenous philosophy  

 IKS as Pedagogy of Akanksha, underlying the spirit of enquiry 

 IKS is building a cognitive perspective of Inductive and Deductive reasoning  

 IKS as a theoretical framework of research writing 

 Building a Docket and pool of reading materials and reference list on IKS. 

 

Vote of Thanks                                             Presenting a souvenir to Prof. (Dr.) Shashikala Gurpur 


