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Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai

Workshop: Making Sedise of Word Problems
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Brian Greer
Portland State University

Talk: Ethnomathematics: From Mathematics
for All to Mathematics of All

‘Ethnomathematics”, introduced as a
concept by Ubiratan D'’Ambrosio in 1984,
refers to the mathematics of cultural
groups. It provides a counter to the Eurocentric
narrative of the development of academic
mathematics. Beyond that, Ethnomathemics
identifies human practices other than
academic mathematics that can be termed
mathematical. Examples from around the
world will be presented, including my own
studies of the “vernacular engineering” of
boat-builders on the Bay of Bengal
Ethnomathematics valorizes the intellectual
activity and sense of identity of people who
are excluded and alienated by school
mathematics.
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