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1. Introduction

The Centre for Excellence in Teacher Education (TISS, Mumbai) organized a week-long winter
school for student teachers from all over India. The primary target audience was B.Ed. students,
but B.EL.LEd., M.A (Education) or M.Ed. students were also eligible to apply. The Rachana
Educational Resource Centre and Design Lab of CETE organised this activity.

The Winter School was organised with the following objectives in mind:
1. To introduce the latest innovations in education to student teachers
2. To expose student teachers to some of the key issues in cutting-edge educational
research
3. To build a pan-India community of committed teachers and initiate a potential cross
exchange of ideas and innovations through this community as well as expect the fellows

to further cascade the learnings in their geographies.

2. Applications and Selection of participants

Students from all over India applied to the application call by submitting their CVs and a short
write-up (a couple of guiding pointers were provided for the write-up). Application calls were
circulated through news agencies, institutes' website and social media handles. Printed copies
of posters were sent to teacher education institutions in Mumbai. As a part of outreach,
professors and teachers from around a hundred teacher education institutions across India were

reached out through calls and mails. Applicants from across India applied for winter school.
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Figure 1: Geographic distribution of applications

Criteria of Selection

1. Academic record

Commitment to learning and towards their profession.

IS

marginalized communities were represented).

Table 1: Demographic profile of Rachana Fellows 2024

Knowledge and originality of the thought expressed in their write-up.

Man data

Social background or gender (It was ensured that students from underprivileged and

SC:6, ST:3, OBC:10

BEd: 29 , BSC-BA-BEd: 16 , BEIEd: 12, (1 each from MA Eucation,
MA geography and BA)

Distribution across country; North:16, South:17, West:27

Number of Applicants 182
Selected 60
M:11, F: 49
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Figure 2: Rachana Fellowship Winter School 2023 Group Photo

3. Collaborative conduct of the Winter School.

As part of the collaborative intent in the Teacher Education space, we strived to strengthen our
partnerships with other teacher education colleges in Mumbai and across India. We invited
teacher educators) from different teacher education colleges across India for organising and

executing the Winter school.

Table 2: Details of teacher educators who collaborated in winter school

Name Institutional Affiliation Area of Engagement
Dr. Rupal Thakkar K.J Somaiya College of Education, Mumbai | English
Dr. Shweta Naik HBCSE, Mumbai Maths
Ms. Rudri Joshi The Gateway School, Mumbai Maths
Dr. Ritesh Tomar Mata Sundari College, Delhi Social Science
Ms. Aparna Sarkar St. Peter’s High School, Secunderabad Social Science
Bhattacharya
Dr. Sourav Shome APU, Bhopal Science




4. School Overview

It was a six-day long school. The school started with a welcome introduction by Dr.
Shamin Padalkar followed by a keynote address by Prof. Padma Sarangapani themed on
the State of Teachers and Teacher Educators. Every day students were engaged in

pedagogy-specific sessions which ran in parallel. Time table of the program is given in
the appendix.

Figure 3: Session: Social Science Pedagogy

Enrichment activities like tree walk, star gazing, story telling, poetry reading and
cultural events were also organised.

Figure 4: Enriching activity: Tree walk in TISS campus



Figure 5: Library visit organised for the participants

The closing session started with an address by Prof. Shamin Padalkar. Two of the
students shared their reflections on the winter school followed by the certificate

distribution.

5. Impact
Students” Feedback

“It was a wonderful stay at TISS and I am excited to be a part of this educational community and

to explore and research more. Hope to learn more and give more too.”

-Vibha Wagh, Participant
“It is always a good thing to meet the individuals from diverse backgrounds, we get to know
diverse perspectives to look at things. I like all the management and arrangements made by
CETE people to make the winter school as best as possible and it provided the platform to

understand inclusivity in a inclusive way. The learning experience was very enriching for me.”

-Shraddha Kishor Kumbhare , Participant



Did the winter school introduce you to the latest pedagogic innovations in the core school
subjects?
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Figure 6: Participants visiting a special education school setup

Appendix: Time table of the program

Tuesday, 10 December 2024
Time Title and Speaker Venue
8.30-9.30 Registration and taking IP addresses CETE Courtyard
9.30-11.00 Keynote Address 1 - The Right Teacher For Every Child Armaity Desai Conference Hall
Prof. Padma Sarangapani (Chairperson, CETE)
11.00 Group Photo Quadrangle Stage
11.30 - 13.00 | Keynote Address 2 - Evolving as High Performing Education | Armaity Desai Conference Hall
System
Mr. Nand Kumar (Principal Secretary, School Education, MH)
14.00 - 14.30 TELTA visit Orientation - Sohini Sen Armaity Desai Conference Hall
14.30 - 15.30 Interactive Pedagogic Sessions - I Science: Conference Hall
L N i, D s Ko Ve Sy 0| Mathematis: Classroom 9
Social Science: Dr. Richa Sharma, Ms. Shaily Bhadauria, Dr. Ritesh Tomar, Ms. Aparna Social Science: Classroom 10
Sarkar Bhattacharya .
Science: Dr. Rafikh Shaikh, Dr. Shamin Padalkar, Mr. Avanish Singh, Dr. R. EnghShI Classroom 15
Sowbaraniga, Dr. Sourav Shome
Maths: Dr. Ruchi Kumar, Dr. Arindam Bose, Ms. Rudri Joshi, Dr. Shweta Naik
16.00 - 17.30 Library visit + Tree walk Starting point: CETE Courtyard
21.00 - 22.30 Storytelling - Dr. Ankit Dwivedi Armaity Desai Conference Hall
Wednesday, 11 December 2024
9.00 - 13.00 Visit to The Gateway School and TELTA schools Starting point:
Ms. Radhika Masquita (for The Gateway School) CETE yard for Gateway School
Quadrangle for TELTa schools




Ms. Sohini Sen (for TELTA schools)

14.00 - 15.30

Interactive Pedagogic Sessions - 11

Aforementioned

16.00 - 17.30

Teacher Competency Framework for Inclusion
Dr. Bindu Thirumalai

Armaity Desai Conference Hall

7.30 onwards

Meeting of CETE faculty with TEs (Not for participants)

Rachana DL&ERC

Thursday, 12 December 2024

9.30-11.00 Philosophical Foundation of Inclusivity Armaity Desai Conference Hall
Prof. Mythili Ramchand
11.30 - 13.00 Panel discussion: Overcoming exclusionary factors: social Armaity Desai Conference Hall
background, gender, language and ethnicity
Dr. Meera Chandran, Dr. Richa Sharma, Dr. Nishevita
Jayendran, Dr. Yusuf Sayeed
14.00 - 15.30 Interactive Pedagogic Sessions - 11 Aforementioned
16.00 - 17.30 Financial Literacy for Prospective Teachers Armaity Desai Conference Hall
Priya Subbaraman and Mona Kwatra (Dhiraa)
21.00 -22.30 Film Screening Armaity Desai Conference Hall
Friday, 13 December 2024
9.30 - 11.00 Universal Design for Learning Clifford Hall (New campus)
Mythili Ramchand
11.30 - 13.00 Towards making Curriculum and Textbooks Inclusive Clifford Hall (New campus)
Dr. Poonam Sharma
14.00 - 15.30 Interactive Pedagogic Sessions - IV Aforementioned
16.00 - 17.30 Inclusive Education in Practice Clifford Hall (New campus)
Ms. Shalaka Deshmukh (A.B. Goregaonkar English School)
and Ms. Masarrat Khan (Maharashtra Dyslexia Society
21.00 - 22.30 Stargazing + Shamadaan CETE roof
Saturday, 14 December 2024
9.30 - 11.00 Inclusive Assessment Practices - Dr. Anusha Ramanathan Clifford Hall (New campus)
11.30 - 13.00 Understanding Al and its uses in education Clifford Hall (New campus)
Dr. Rafikh Shaikh, Avanish Singh, Dr. Anusha Ramanathan
14.00 - 15.30 Interactive Pedagogic Sessions - V Aforementioned
16.00 - 17.30 Nurturing Inclusion in the School Library Clifford Hall (New campus)

Ms. Jennifer Thomas




Sunday, 15 December 2024

Dr. Shamin Padalkar

9.30 - 11.00 Policies for Inclusive Education Armaity Desai Conference Hall
Dr. Vikas Maniar
11.30 - 13.00 Questioning Beliefs about Intelligence and Merit Armaity Desai Conference Hall

14.00 - 15.30 Assistive Technology and Digital Accessibility: Enabling

Inclusive Education in Indian Context
Mr. Shankar Subbiah

Armaity Desai Conference Hall

15.30-16.30

Closing Session

Armaity Desai Conference Hall

16.30-17.30

High Tea

CETE courtyard

Pedagogy sessions in ERC: Science - 10 Dec | Social Science - 11 & 14 Dec. | English - 12 Dec. | Maths - 13 Dec.
Meals will be served at the dining hall, and tea will be served in the CETE courtyard.
Lunch: 13.00 to 14.00 | Evening Snacks: 5.30 to 6.00

Breakfast: 8.00 to 9.30
Dinner: 20.00 to 21.00

Tea: 11.00 - 11.30 & 15.30 - 16.00
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