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TISS-ICSSR DISCOURSE SERIES -1
Bharat Dialogue: Social Impact of Union Budget

The Union Budget of India is an instrument that provides detailed and transparent
understanding of the Government's intent and decisions to allocate resources to
meet the normative goals of the society. About two-fifths of the total budgetary
allocations in 2026-2027 for the social sector (heclth, education, welfare, housing,
rural development, etc.) indicates the Government’s commmitment to the welfare
and development of the people of India. Anchored in the vision of ‘Viksit Bharat:
Sab ka Saath Sab ka Vikas', the emphasis is on inclusive growth, capacity building,
and last-mile delivery of welfare schemes.

In this context, the objective of the Discourse Series is to deliberate upon the social
impact of the budgetary allocation of the Union Government on sectors and
areas that have a direct impact on the social welfare and well-being of the more
vulnerable sections of the society. Social Sector expenditure plays a significant
role in ensuring stability in societal well-being and supporting economic growth
by boosting human capital and productivity, creating domestic demand, and
transforming national economies. The broader goal is to understand how
budgets support the vision of India’s emergence as a thriving and resilient society.

The first of the Discourse Series will discuss:

¢ Contribution of Social Sector Expenditure in terms of its Social Impact.

¢ How Social sector focus creates inclusive development by ensuring a sharper
focus on vulnerable and excluded sections of the population.

¢ How the efficiency, equity and accountability of last-mile delivery of social
programmes have contributed to inclusive growth.

¢ How digitalisation has improved the measurement and monitoring of social
sector financing.

e Prospects and possibilities of working towards a universal social protection
floor and continuous mMapping of the expanding/contracting coverage of
social protection.

e Efforts towards reducing and eliminating implementation delays and other
governance concerns in  the infrastructural components of social
programmes.
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INAUGURAL SESSION 10.30AM-1115AM
Social Sector Expenditure: Pathways to Viksit Bharat

Welcome & Introduction: Prof. Madhushree Sekhar
Inaugural Address: Prof. Badri Narayan (Vice-Chancellor, TISS)
Guest of Honour: Prof. Dhananjay Singh (Member Secretary, ICSSR)

HIGH TEA 115 AM- 1. 45 AM

PANEL 1 T1. 45 AM-115PM
How Budget Shapes Social Protection and Transformative Policies and
Programmes

Chair/Moderator:
Prof. Manish K Jha (School of Social Work, TISS Mumbai)

Panellist 1: Prof. S. Chandrashekhar (Indira Gandhi Institute of Development
Research, Mumbai)

Panellist 2: Dr. Ramanand (Director, Centre of Policy Research and Governance,
New Delhi)

Panellist 3: Ms. Anubhuti Vishnoi (Senior Editor, Economic Times, New Delhi)

Panellist 4: Prof. Abdul Shaban (School of Development Studies, TISS Mumbai)

LUNCH 115 PM- 2.00 PM
PANEL 2 2,00 PM- 330 PM
Addressing Contemporary Challenges and Opportunities:

Youth, Employment, and Al

Chair/Moderator:
Prof Bipin Jojo (School of Social Work, TISS Mumbai)

Panellist 1: Prof. Amitabh Kundu (Visiting Professor, Institute for Human
Development, New Delhi)

Panellist 2: Prof. Pushpa Trivedi (Head, Department of Economics, Shiv Nadar
University, Chennai)

Panellist 3: Mr. Udit Mishra (Associate Editor, The Indian Express)

Panellist 4: Prof Aseem Prakash (Campus Director, TISS Hyderabad Off-Campus)
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PANEL 3 3.45 PM- 515 PM
Approaches to Reduce Inequality and Multi-Dimensional Poverty
for Vulnerable Groups.

Chair/Moderator:
Prof. T.V. Kattimani (Former Vice-Chancellor, Central Tribal University of Andhra
Pradesh)

Panellist 1: Dr. Milind Kamble (Founder, Dalit Indian Chamber of Commerce and
Industry & Chairperson, Board of Governors, Indian Institute of Management
Jammu)

Panellist 2: Prof. A.K. Sharan (Mahatma Gandhi Central University, Motihari)

Panellist 3: Dr. Vaibhavi Pingali, (Interdisciplinary School of Science, Savitribai
Phule Pune University)

Panellist 4: Prof. Bino Paul (School of Human Resources Management and Labour
Relations, TISS Mumbai)
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